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Blow Out The Match...
portant realities an inmate has to understand is that he cannot go back his old
environment and friends, with all of the
temptations that go therewith, if he wants
to stay out of jail in the future. He must
change his lifestyle. It’s the same principle admonished by Paul, noted above“Abstain from all appearance of evil.”
Another way to express this principle is,
“Blow out the match!” We teach children
to not play with fire. The reason is simThere are all kinds of circumstances in ple. Somebody who plays with fire is apt
to start a fire. It’s easier to prevent a fire
which a person would be wise to apply
this principle. One of the greatest prob- than it is to put one out. It’s better to just
blow out the match than to risk having to
lems with rehabilitating people who
put out a fire that carelessness with that
spend any kind of serious time in jail is
match might cause.
recidivism, a fancy word that means,
The best protection is to not light the
they end up back in jail! A huge permatch
in the first place. A
centage of people who are released
recovering drug addict needs
after being incarcerated do indeed end
to stay away from the people
up back in jail, often rather quickly and
and places where he obmany of them repeatedly.
Now the nicest jail is not a nice place; tained his drugs when he
was using. A person with a
it’s still jail! How is it that somebody
drinking problem needs to
who spends time in jail would put himself in jeopardy of ending up back in jail stay away from alcohol, totally. A person with a gambling
once he’s released in the first place?
problem needs to stay away
One of the biggest reasons is that a
great many people, upon being released from anyplace where gambling is done. A person who
from jail, go back to the same environment and the same acquaintances that cannot control his spending
needs to not go shopping- he
contributed to their ending up in jail in
might do well to not have a
the first place. One of the most imcheck book. Somebody with
The apostle Paul admonished, “Abstain
from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess.
5:22 KJV). The admonition does not
just deal with not committing sin. It
deals with staying out of potentially sinful situations, situations wherein we
might find ourselves unduly tempted to
sin. The idea is to stay away from not
just the sin, but also the temptation that
could lead to sin.

BIBLE STUDY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
EVENING BIBLE STUDY

www.bcoc.co.za

09:00
09:00
10:15
17:00

a gossip problem needs to not listen to
gossip. A person who finds it difficult to
overcome sexual temptation must not
allow himself to be in a situation in which
he might be tempted sexually.
The list could go on and on. We need
to recognize that the devil is actively engaged in trying to lead us into sin (1 Pet.
5:8). Sin, unchecked, will bring about our
eternal destruction (Rom. 6:23). We need
to guard against falling into sinful practices by staying away from tempting situations that the devil might use to break us
down. Remember, it’s easier to prevent a
fire than it is to put out a fire. So, make
up your mind, just blow out the match...
Source: Gary L. Hutchens
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Martie Stoltz who had a stroke
and is now in Frail Care, Ethan
van Aswegan is still on ventalator,
his lung tap results came back and
showed its not cancer in lungs, and
white cell test showed the cells
accumulated in the lungs, so
infection is still present.
Tarryn’s Sister who is now home
and recovering, Lynette van
Deventer, had a fall earlier this
week, and is in hospital with a head
injury, Cora Gerber is out of ICU
and in new Frail Care Centre,
Aunty Renie Sofianos who is
really battling with her health and
mobility, Gavin Beattie and
family, as his gran’s health
deteriorates, she is still in a coma.
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